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FCC iI/jAIL R)OM

Gentlemen;
I would like to respectfUII;:Ubmit the following comments;,

in regards to band plan changes . volving the amateur radio 222­
225MHZ band (P.R. Docket 92-289).

When the initial foss of lse of the 220-222MHZ by r'adio
amateurs went into effect, a local repeater coordinator responded
with a band plan (a copy of which is attached, for your
reference). This band plan was, I believe, never given the
propper consideration it was due by the American Radio Relay
League, because of unfair bias on their part.

Joe Jatis, who introduced this band plan, generated this
band plan to minimize detrimental impact on existing band
activity (that of FM repeaters; it would be very costly to put
them on differentfrequencies), while finding room for other
interests in the 222-225MHZ band.

I hope that the information on the following page may be
useful to you.

j?jL~
t<laus Spies

(amateur radio WB9YBM)
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The following information has beAn researched quite extensively by the Chicago Metropolitan
Frequency Coordinator (now retired from active duty as coordinator), Joe, W9CYT. Joe is one of our
most experienced frequency coordinators, having served in that capacity for ten yesrs. Since Joes'
jurisdiction was the CMA (Chicago Metro. Area), which extended in a 1DO-mile radiua from the
geographic center of Chicago (Madison Ave. & State St.), his experiences deal primarily with high-denaity
areas (many hams, and many repeaters, all crammed into a relatively small geographic area), spanning
three atates (the 1DO-mile CMA boundry extends into the southern tip of Wisconsin, the northwest area of
Indiana, and the southwest area of Michigan). For many years, Joe has also acted as a Diplomat,
interfacing with the frequency coordinators of these· other states, to solve requests by repeater trusties
and owners for frequency allocations as well as coordinating these requests with the cordinators in
neighboring st~tes.

It is Joes' knowledge in this type of frequency coordination which has lead to his following proposal
for the changes in the 220MHZ band plan; theM changes have been designed to minimize the~ on
present 220MHZ users, and has found support of many amateurs in the CMA:

The loss of 220-222MHZ band leaves us with only 3MHZ remaining. The present oca••• ef
the remaining 3MHZ is a'most enUr.'y repeaters, starting with inputs at 222.0IeMHZ• .­
outputs starting at 223.62OMHZ, leaving us with 69 """e repeater pairs (at present 2MHZ
spacing).

When the FCC imptiments the 87-14 Docket, the tow end of 220MHl wiI have to be \W.tId
by the amateur service, and move elsewhere. To move Itt. groups into the rem.... 3MMZ wiJI
cause interferance to existing operation. However, if we break down the remaining 3MHZ in ....
detail, and agree to sacrafice some of the non-essential operations, we can make space av (to
a limited degree} for CW, SSB, and PACKET, without und~ disturbing the other operations. The
changes to be made are: 1.) Give up the present repeater control sub-band of 221.20OMHZ to
221 .800MHZ, because other means are available to incorporate epntrol on ·repeaters ('phone line,
input frequency, etc., etc., etc.); 2.) move the 9 repeater pairs that were operating below

"-
222.000MHZ (which has already been done in the CMA); 3.) eliminate special simplex
frequencies (except 223.500MHZ) since simplex can be operated between repeater frequencies or
on their outputs, as long as no interferance is caused to repeater operation (note: this is already a
common practice at hamfests in many areas), and; 4.) The repeater inputs go from 222.02OMHZ
to 223.380MHZ, and the outputs from 223.620MHZ to 224.980MHZ, so we have a portion of the
3MHZ that is left over. EXAMPLE: 223.280MHZ subtracted from 223.620MHZ leaves 240KHZ
which is not useable for repeater pairs because of overlap, but can be used for other modes.
Therefore, the new proposed band plan is as follows:

222.005MHZ - Beacons. 222.020MHZ to 223.380MHZ .. Repeater inputs. 223.400MHZ .
223.500MHZ- packet. 223.500MHZ = National Calling Frequency, all modes. 223.500MHZ •
223.600MHZ - CW, SSB, Packet, 223.62OMHZ - 224.980MHZ .. repeater outputs.

This plan also provides access to all modes by novice operators. The FCC action wHI leave us
with much less room. and we must make do with what we have left. Other plans which pro,.,.
starting with 222.00MHZ for CW, Packet, and SSB would require moving a great numbflr of
repeaters, with no place to go!

Respectfully submitted by WB9YBM, 220MHZ DXer


